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INTRODUCTION

 This study seeks to understand and examine migration 
patterns from different parts of Myanmar into Kachin State, 
and the possible impact these have on the local political and 
social economy. This is social action research which attempts 
to uncover push and pull factors that influence immigrants, 
the perspective of native people on the immigrants, and the 
factors that drive people to migrate to Kachin State. The 
study focuses on the period after 1994, the year in which the 
Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) and the Myanmar 
Government signed a ceasefire agreement, after which a 
significant migration into Kachin State from lower part of 
Myanmar began, due to the commencement of development 
and aid activity, and the opening of borders. 
 This report is the product of joint research by Naushawng 
Development Institute (NDI) and Technical Advisory Team 
(TAT) which aimed to produce a paper that contributes to 
future political negotiation and discussion in order to build a 
genuine federal democracy in this country, as well as provide 
ground sources for further studies. 
 In general terms, immigration is the movement of human 
beings, either temporarily or permanently, from their place 
of origin in order to reside in a new locality. Previous studies 
on migration in Myanmar are limited. The 2014 Myanmar 
Population and Housing Census was the first enumeration of 
the population undertaken since the 1983.  According to it, 
of the 51.5 million people living within Myanmar, 70 % live 
in rural areas. Furthermore, research by the International 
Organization for Migration shows that approximately 20 
% of the country’s population (9.39 million) are internal 
migrants (2016)1 . 
 

1IOM (2016) “Global migration Flows”, Overview on Myanmar.



This migration occurs for different reasons, from wanting 
to improve livelihoods, to following family members, 
as well as marriage, education or to avoid poor socio-
economic conditions. According to the 2014 census 
Kachin State ranks tenth in population density, compared 
to other States/regions in the country, with a total 
population of 1,689,441 (3.3 % of the total population 
of Myanmar)2 . Some small studies focused on internal, 
rural-to-urban migration in Myanmar noted that the 
migrants’ primary motives were to supplement income, 
due to lack of off-farm employment in rural areas and 
the seasonality of agriculture. Migration was primarily 
a survival strategy, rather than as a method of wealth 
accumulation (Okamoto 2009, Mahajarn and Myit 2015, 
cited in UNFPA3 , 2016). 
 In many instances of academic research, the impacts 
of migration, domestic and international, are viewed as 
positive, bringing benefits to the area of destination and to 
the area of origin (Daming and Jie, 2011; Todaro4 , 1980), 
but migration is also associated with social problems, such 
as the separation of families and community members, 
environmental degradation and social conflicts. In this 
research study, ‘immigrants’ refers to people who migrated 
to Kachin State from different States and divisions in 
Myanmar, including ethnic Kachin who moved from 
Shan State, for betterment and upgrading of their quality 
of life. ‘Natives’ in the context equates to the local Kachin 
and ethnic Shan who have lived in Kachin State for 
generations and their ancestors are naturally, physically, 
and spiritually connected to the Kachin land, livelihood, 
cultural, tradition, history, politics and society. 

 
2A Changing Population: Kachin State Figures at a Glance Department of Population, Ministry of Immigration 
and Population, UNFPA 2015.
3The 2014 Myanmar population and housing census: thematic report on migration and urbanization. Vol. 4-D, 
UNFPA, 2016.
4Todaro, P.M. 1980, ‘Internal Migration in developing countries: A survey’. Chapter 6 in Population and 
Economic change in Developing, Richard A. E. (ed.). National Bureau of Economic Research, p. 361-402.
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Research Statement 

 Migration or immigration is a global phenomenon caused by 
economic, social, political, cultural, environmental factors, but also 
education, transportation or health. The complexity of movement is the result 
of such factors which ‘push’ and ‘pull’ people, attracting and detracting from 
different areas. Examples of ‘pull’ factors include geographic and cultural 
proximity, the presence of an attractive city or live standard, or the existence 
of family relationships. An example of a ‘push’ factor is declining economic 
development and job opportunities. 
 Migration to Kachin State has its own ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors that 
cause people to migrate. This migration can affect the political mainstream 
of both the host and home communities. Indeed, ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors 
are relevant and significant to the political variability and socioeconomic 
development in the country. Political and economic reasons are the main 
‘push’ factors that energies and encourage people to migrate to Kachin State. 
Political reasons include civil war and communal disputes, causing people 
to leave their home in search of a safer home and better opportunities. 
Economic factors also attract people to immigrate, as Kachin State is 
rich in natural resources, with easy transportation and trading access to 
China. Opportunities for better employment, higher wages, better working 
conditions and facilities are major ‘pull’ factors. Even though native people 
face employment problems in Kachin State, when analyzing the flow of 
migrants into Kachin State, unemployment and limited job opportunity 
in the lowland regions of immigrants’ home communities seem even more 
severe, causing people to look for a better place to live where they can trade 
and make a daily income more easily from the lowest levels of employment. 
 The implication of such ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors which attract 
immigrants for prolonged settlement in Kachin State are increased 
possession of ownership, accessibility to local household registration and an 
overall increase in the number of migrants. These can indirectly or directly 
affect the political rights of the natives. Population instability can be caused 
by immigrants and have an adverse effect on political participation both 
in their area of origins andat their destination. Indeed, when immigrant 
populations outgrow host populations there can be considerable negative 
impacts on political participation in general.
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  The research which forms the basis of the study was conducted in 
the period between 1994 to 2016, with individuals who immigrated to 
Kachin State during this time. Research focused on the geographical area of 
9 townships- Hpakant/ Danai/ Wai Maw /Myitkyina/ Mogawng/ Monyin/ 
Hopin/ Putao and Manmaw. This research took 1994 as a starting point, 
because of the political and economic development changes which took place 
after the signing of the ceasefire agreement between the military Government 
and the Kachin Independent Organization (KIO), causing a political and 
economic opening in the region. In the agreement, a significant portion is 
dedicated to discussing border economic development as a component in 
peace process negotiations. In 1989, the Myanmar Government formed the 
Central Committee for the Development of Border Areas and National Races 
(Roi Awng, 2009)5 . Since then, Kachin State and its border with China’s 
Yunnan province play an important role in cross-border trade development. 
Consequently, Kachin State became a desirable destination for many Burma 
lowlanders facing livelihood hardship due to drought, unemployment and 
many other reasons. Therefore, it is hoped that this study paves the way for 
future studies and that these will be able to integrate to increase realism and 
the ability to answer more complicated questions. 

Research Methodology and Process 

 
 This research employs both quantitative and qualitative method to 
comprehend and provide an explicit rendering of the ongoing changes and 
patterns of migration from different regions into Kachin State. The research 
focused on nine different locations which could provide overview of the 
Kachin state: 
• Hpakant;
• Danai;
• Wai Maw;
• Myitkyina;
• Mogawng;
•  Monyin;
•  Hopin;
  5Kachin Borderlanders: A case study of Laiza town along the Yunnan-Myanmar frontier area”, Roi Aung Lanau 
(2009). MA dissertation, Chiang Mai University.
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•  Putao; and
•  Manmaw.

 A total of 1,033 immigrant respondents were conducted survey, including 
13 native ‘key respondents’ and eight immigrant ‘key respondents’ from the 
nine aforementioned townships. ‘Immigrant’ in this study refers to people who 
move to Kachin State for any reason. ‘Key respondents’ were a church leader, 
business man, community leader, and political members.  These locations were 
chosen firstly, as most location is accessible via the railroad from Mandalay to 
Myitkyina, and highway road accessibility. Secondly, locations like Hpakant, 
Putao and Danai are some of the most attractive areas for economic migrants 
of the mining and extraction industries, including jade, amber, timber, etc. 
 This research adapts snowball method for survey which also attempted 
to include gender balance. Generally, respondents were age between 15 years 
and 82 years old of immigrants to Kachin State. This survey is conducted based 
on family, one family from one respondent, to see the range of migration as 
family. 
 During survey interview there were several challenges face by numerator 
to get all questions answered example, figure (10) push factors as indicated by 
survey respondents, and figure 13 land ownership in Kachin State amongst 
respondents.

Figure 1 Distribution of the surveyed population Research Proces
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Research Process

Contextualizing Migrants in Kachin State 

 Kachin is one of the major ethnic groups in Myanmar. They are 
endemic to Kachin State and northern Shan State, which are located in 
northern Myanmar. Kachin State shares a border with China to the north, 
and India to the west. According to the most recent Myanmar census 
information (2014), the total population of Kachin State is approximately 
1.68 million. Historically, Kachin State has comprised of diverse ethnic 
groups including Shan (and Red Shan) and others originating in Tibetan. 
These diverse communities are all living together harmoniously. 
 The overarching Kachin ethnic group is made up of six tribes: 
Jinghpaw, Rawang, Lisu, Lhaovo, Zaiwa, and Lachid. Each one has their 
own spoken and written languages; with Jinghpaw is the most commonly 
used and the official lingua franca between tribes. Christianity is the main 
religion counting 90 percent of the population. The remaining 10 percent 
are animist and Buddhist. Christianity gradually expanded in Kachin 
community starting with colonial Christian missionaries. Historically, 
Kachin people are animist.  
 When investigating immigration in Kachin State, we must first look at 
the political, social and economic history of human movements in the area, 
before the current formal boundaries were drawn in northern Myanmar. 
After the British invasion of Burma in 1885, colonial administration officers 
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arrived in Kachin State. From Burman, to Indian (Muslim, and Gawrakha) 
and Chinese, they added to area’s diversity. Their descendants remain in 
Kachin State to this day. After Burma achieved independence from the United 
Kingdom, the proportion of non-Kachin living in the area was small, with 
the most significant group being Shan. According to oral history, Shan and 
Kachin have been living together for many centuries as they were shared 
history of diaspora from Tibet.  There has been an increase in other ethnic 
groups in Kachin State, particularly Burman people, since the Burma military 
came to power in the 1962 coup d’etat. Following the unilateral abrogation of 
the Union of Burma’s constitution by General Ne Win and his regime, many 
Kachin defected and joined the Kachin Independence Army (KIA/KIO) was 
officially formed in 1961, and many Kachin join Kachin Independence Army 
following the unilateral abrogation of the Union of Burma’s constitution by 
General Ne Win. 
 The Burma army, led by General Nay Win, launched offensive military 
operations in ethnic areas of the country to expand “Burmanization”6 . To 
this day, the policy of the military is to maintain ‘unity’ in Myanmar, which 
challenges the expression of political, economic, cultural, linguistic, and 
religious diversity, and particularly in ethnic states. In Kachin State, military 
posts were set up by confiscating residential properties, with soldiers bringing 
their family’s members too. According to a report produced by Kachin 
Women Association Thailand- KWAT (2013) 7 , the Burmese Army battalions 
dramatically increase in Kachin State since 2011 and its reach to 142 battalions 
in the end of 2012. The Burma Tamatdaw continuously launches offensive 
attacks against KIO since that time. For this reason, Kachin regions are seen by 
many as suffering from one of the longest-running civil wars in history. When 
we look at governmental structure, the majority of civil servants are Burmese, 
not only in Kachin State, but also in other ethnic areas such as Shan and Karen 
State. This movement of Union military and Government officials throughout 
the country represents another significant instance of internal migration.
 Another factor ‘pulling’ people to Kachin State is its wealth in nature 
resources, such as water for hydropower, gold, jade, timber, teak and other 
minerals. Residents from other parts of the country are moving into Kachin 
State for the purposes of business in these sectors. Initially they come for trade, 
but many end up staying as permanent residents. 
6Burmese domestics policy: Politics of Burmanization, Robert A, Holmes. Asian Survey, Vol. 7, No. 3 (March 1967), 
pp. 188-197.
7State Terror in Kachin Hills: Burma army attacks against civilian in Northern Burma, 2013 Report of KWAT.
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 By 1994s, the Burmese military regime reached ceasefire agreements 
with Kachin Independence Army. However, these ceasefire did little to 
resolve the underlying political conflicts, and able to retain some legitimate 
administrative control in their territories. In return for signing the ceasefires, 
the military Government initiated joint-venture agreements with ethnic 
arms group neighboring country China to help revitalize the country’s 
economy, which had badly stagnated during three decades of centralized 
state control known as the “Burmese Way to Socialism”8 . It must be noted, 
however, that between 1989-2015, the successive military regimes – known 
as the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), until 2010 when it 
changed to the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) – has 
violated ceasefire agreements with KIO.
 

 

 
 From 1994, it seemed that northern Burma was stabilizing politically 
and economically. That year the military Government approved the Myanmar 
Mines Law as part of a broader effort to attract foreign investment, which 
has dominantly controlled by Burma Tatmadaw. The Government invited 
Burmese businessmen to invest in new mining operations in the gold and 
jade mines in Hpakant Township in Kachin State. Hpakant, which lies 
about 400 miles (640 kilometers) north of Myanmar’s capital Naypyidaw, 
is the center of the country’s jade mining industry and produces some of 
the highest-quality jade in the world. By 2003, there were more than one 
8The Burmese way to Socialism. Maureen Aung-Thwin and Thant Myint-U. Third World Quarterly, Vol 13, 
1992. (online published 15 Nov, 2007).

Yemase collectors are searching for jade in Hpakant Jade mine
(Photo credit to Myikyitna News Journal)
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hundred such joint-ventures, using hydraulic mining equipment imported 
from China. Since that time, interview respondents mentioned that tens of 
thousands of migrant mining workers flooded into Kachin state from across 
the country, to take up employment in this sector. 
 In addition to the legal workers, an estimated 300,0009  migrant laborers, 
from all over Myanmar, work in dangerous mountains of rubble and tailings 
in jade mines, seeking pieces of the valuable gemstone left behind by mining 
operations. Many of them, who originate in poor communities, are driven by 
the hope of finding large stones.  
 

 

 Because of unstable/unsafe political climate in Myanmar’s ethnic States, 
including Kachin State, people are moving in order to look for refuge and a 
better environment.  After the ceasefire agreement was signed between the 
KIA and Burma Tamadaw in 1994, the area opened up to a lot of foreign and 
local investment. Consequently, the political and economic situation was much 
more stable than in other ethnic areas. Ethnic Kachin who were based in Shan 
State also increasingly moved north to make the most of the opportunities. 

9Digging deeper: inside the Hpakant jade mine. Htet Khaung Linn, Myanmar Now, 8 June 2016.

Yemase collectors are for jade in Hpakant Jade mine
(Photo credit to Myikyitna News Journal)
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Significant Factors of Immigration 

 As has been explained above, in migration theory there are ‘push’ 
factors and ‘pull’ factors that tend to explain internal or international 
migration patterns. According to findings of this research, the period from 
1994-2016, after the signing of a ceasefire agreement between the Burma 
Tatmadaw and the KIO, several factors drove people from other parts 
of Myanmar to Kachin State. These factors can be broken down into the 
following categories: economic, demographic and political factors.  In the 
following section, these factors are further explored based on the sample 
population of informants used in this study. 

Demographic Factors 
 
 Gender Distribution: According to the proportion of survey 
respondents 45% of all respondents are female, and 55% are male. 
 

  
 

Figure 2 Gender distribution within the sample

  Religion: Out of the total number of respondents, Buddhists 
make up 93%,  Christian 5% and others including Hindu and Muslim 
represented 2%.
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Figure 3 Variation of Respondents’ Religion
 
 This high number of Buddhists among respondents is reflected in the 
breakdown of ethnicity, as shown by figure (4) which shows that the largest 
ethnic groups are Bamar (69%) and Rakhine (13%). Following these are Shan 
(4%) and Chinese (3%), ethnic Kachin from Shan State (1%), people from 
Kayah and Karen state (1%), Chin (1%) and others including Wa, Muslim, 
Hindu, Palawng, etc. which together make up 8%. 
 

Figure 4 Ethnicity
 
 As is shown in figure 4, among the immigrants to Kachin State who 
were surveyed as part of this research project, 31% have only primary 
education, 33% have up to middle school education, 21 % reached high school 
completion, 6 % achieved higher education (BA), and 7% have no formal 
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education (this includes any monastic schooling). In sum, the immigrants 
involved in this research generally showed a low level of education,
with the majority breaking off their schooling at primary or middle school 
level. 
  This is significantly affected by socioeconomic status and family 
income levels, reinforcing the hypothesis that a large proportion of 
immigrants to Kachin State come from vulnerable and poor backgrounds, 
causing them to leave to seek a better future for themselves and their families.

Figure 5 Level of education

Pattern of Immigration in Kachin State 

 The flow of immigration in Kachin State was been increasing gradually 
between 1994-2016. Figure 6 shows the evolution of the immigration trend

      Figure 6 Number of immigrants within sample population between 1994-2016
during that time period. Across the 9 different location in Kachin State 
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(Hpakant, Danai, Wai Maw, Myitkyina, Mogawng, Monyin, Hopin, Putao and 
Manmaw),  the number of immigrants increased from 16% of the total number 
of respondents between 1994-2010  to 44% between 2010-2016.

  It is assumed that existing migration patterns encourage more and 
more people to move to Kachin State constant new joiner will want to migrate 
as percentage increased and assumed that this could be the cause of socio 
economic and poor family background in origin of birth.

Figure 7 Number of respondents who migrated to Kachin State with  family members
 
  

Migrant Workers at banana farm at Wai Maw Township
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 As the focus of this research is based on family, almost half of all 
respondents for this research came with family members or relatives (41 
%) and more than half (58 %) came alone, and no answer (1 %). Looking 
into this trend of migrations it can be assumed that average half number of 
immigrants in the Kachin came along with family members/relatives. 

 

 When looking at the statistics for length of stay in Kachin State as a 
whole, respondents were evenly split between those that intended to stay 
long-term and those that did not (50%/50%). Interestingly, when looking 
into specific townships the responses were more varied. For example of the 
respondents residing in Hpakant, 61% said they would be willing to return 

Figure 8 Percentage of respondents who intend to remain in Kachin State, and those 
who intend to leave, by township

Car wash service in Shatapru, Myitkyina.
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to their home within/after 2 or 3 years. Conversely, 60% of respondents based 
in Myitkyina plan to stay without return back to their home origin. 55% of 
respondents in Waimaw Township, and 81% of respondents in Hopin Township 
also plan to stay in Kachin State. This variation from one township to another 
township indicates that there are different levels of attraction, of economic 
possibility, and also political stability, in different parts of the State. 

 

 
      Figure 9 Length of intended stay in Kachin State by total research respondents

 Figure 9 shows a breakdown in the length of time that respondents 
indicated they intend to stay in Kachin State, from the time of the interview/
survey in March to May.  59% of all respondents plan to stay 7 years or more 
and only 19% plan to return to their community of origin after 1-2 years. 16% 
indicated that they might continue to stay 3 to 4 years, 6% plan to stay 5 to 6 
years. 
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Influence of Push and Pull Factors of Migration in Kachin State 

 Immigration in Myanmar is caused not only by economic factors, but 
can also be related to social, political, cultural, and environmental changes, 
as well as health, education and transportation. According to the results of 
the survey data, 82% people responded that they migrated to Kachin State 
due to a lack of job opportunity in their home origin, for 4% it was due 
to drought (environment disturbances) which impact their capacity for 
farming, with no alternative income source available in their home origin. 

 
 Only 1% of survey respondents came to Kachin State due to insecurity/
conflict, 3 % came because of position transfer (Government officials and 
those employed by NGOs), and 10% did not respond to the question.

 
Figure 10 ‘Push factors’ as indicated by survey respondents

Furniture Shop in Tat Kone, Myitkyina.
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This information indicates that the root cause for most of the migration to 
Kachin State is better job opportunities to support families back home. 

 In terms of what attracts high numbers of internal migration to Kachin 
State could be related as the area is rich in natural resources, and it borders 
China and easier to earn income compare to respondents’ origin birth place. 
67% of survey respondents indicated that the availability of job opportunities 
in Kachin State, combined with the lack of economic growth in their home 
communities was the main ‘pull’ factor. 12% migrated due to social relations, 
such as marriage, 14% of respondents found that living in Kachin State provide 
them with greater food security than in their home communities, and 3% came 
to Kachin State for education purpose, higher income and the opportunity to 
own land. 

 

 

Figure 11 ‘Pull’ factors as indicated by survey respondents

General Store in Du Kahtawng, Myitkyina.         Balloon Seller in 
Myitkyina
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 Out of the total surveyed respondents, 38% held residential household 
identification and 62% indicates that they do not hold any residential 
household identification. 

Figure 12 Proportion of respondents who hold Residential Household Identification

 Availability of residential household identification can facilitate 
access to land ownership by immigrants in the Kachin State. Out of 25% 
respondents who answered the question on access to land ownership in 
Kachin State (see figure 11), 21% at least own a plot of land (40”60”), 1% 
owned one acre, 1% owned two acres and 2% owned three or more acres. It 
remains significant that 75% of respondents did not answer this question, 
whether due to weakness in the data collection process, or for other reasons 
unclear. 
 

 
  Figure 13 Land ownership in Kachin State amongst respondents
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Figure 14 Number of home-owning respondents by township

 Out of the total number of respondents on home-owning, 422 or 41% 
confirmed that they owned a house in Kachin State, and 606 or 59% said they 
did not. Among nine different locations Myitkyina (13%), Hpakant (12%) and 
Waimaw (11%) have highest number of home-owning respondents.

Recycle Shop in Myitkyina
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Changing Socio-economic Trends of Immigrants 

 As mentioned above, one of the main ‘pull and push’ factors was a 
lack of job availability in the area of origin, and better life opportunity at the 
destination. This research also investigated immigrants’ economic lives in 
their home origin in order to understand the changes that took place after 
they settled in Kachin State. According to Figure 15, 34% of respondents 
were farmers, 22% owned small businesses such as vendors or small shops, 
and 23% were wage laborers. 14 % were dependents with no occupation, 
and 7% did not respond to the question. 

Figure 15 Respondents occupations prior to migrating to Kachin State
  
 In terms of employment in their home origin, 78% of survey 
respondents earned less than 5,000 MMK per day, and only 2% had a 
daily income of 50,000 MMK. Figures 15 and 16 shows that majority of 
respondents have low income background which was a push factor for 
respondents to immigrate. 
 

Burmese chawing gun shop in Njang Dung, Myitkyina
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Figure 16 Respondents’ daily income in their community of origin

 Looking into the comparison of income opportunity before and after 
migration, it reveals that distribution and type of immigrants’ socio-economic 
characteristics have changed. The diagram below shows that 47% of survey 
respondents own a micro-business (including shop owners and goods traders), 
24% are daily wage laborers, 9% are monthly laborers, 3% are Government 
officials/employed by NGOs, and another 17% are who work in the jade and 
amber trades, as well as dependent and retired from Government service. 
 

 

Figure 17 Respondents’ occupations after migrating to Kachin State
 



20

 Income level also changed for the respondents, with most earning 
a higher income than before. 51% earn up to 10,000 MMK per day, 19% 
earned 10,001-30,000 MMK,  5% earn 100,001-300,000 MMK, 5% earn 
50,000–100,000 MMK, 5% earned 30,001 – 50,000 MMK per day. 15% of 
respondents were not able to state a specific figure as income varies based 
on their work.
 

 Figure 18 Respondents’ daily income after migrating to Kachin State

 Comparing Figures 16 and 18 confirms that income levels on the 
whole have increased for immigrants to Kachin State, compared to the levels 
in their community of origin. Also of importance is to note the trends around 

Tuk Tuk Driver is infront of train station is waiting for passenger in Myitkyina
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remittance from Kachin State immigrants, as for many these is inherently 
connected to their reasoning for migrating (to seek better employment 
opportunities to support their families, see Figure 10 and 11 above). Out of 
the total number of respondents almost half of them normally send remittance 
to their family back in home origin such as once in a month, once in three 
month, or once in a year. More than half of them did not sent remittance and 
reasons are varies such as all family are in current place, no more relatives or 
family member back home origin, etc. 

Socioeconomic and Political Implications of Migration in Kachin State 

 According to the data that we collected as part of this study across Kachin 
State, a large portion of the area’s population has immigrant backgrounds. 
Migrants from outside Kachin State experience a range of ‘pull’ and ‘push’ 
factors which determine their decision to migrate, and subsequently try to 
adopt new livelihood strategies, learning about new cultures and languages. 
They do not necessarily cut communication with their home communities, 
may maintain networks and culture practices. Therefore, in this study migrant 
community simply refer to people who move to Kachin state in relation to 
fluctuation of economic development and individual decision. 
 

 
 

 

A Trishawl driver provides delivery service of vegetable main market 
in Myitkyina
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 During the early days of the ceasefire (from 1994 onwards), a large 
number of labor migrants were driven by to Hpakhant and Danai townships 
by the promise of work in the mining industries. A variety of ‘push’ and 
‘pull’ factors also bring immigrants to Kachin State for prolonged settlement, 
including possibilities of land and home ownership, easy availability 
and accessibility to local household registration could also be one of the 
reason that immigrant decision to remain in Kachin, and a relatively high 
number of immigrants in the population. Some migrants arrive with the 
intention of a short-term stay, others for more permanent settlement, and 
thus accumulate the necessary resources for them to remain and to thrive, 
including housing, land and business.
 

 With increased numbers of immigrants in Kachin State, there are 
positive and negative effects which are felt by the host communities. Native 
key respondents mentioned that ten of thousands of migrants arrived with 
economic purpose, bringing technical skills, knowledge and experiences 
with them. Local communities may respond to the new arrivals with 
acceptance, and adapt easily to the changing social landscape, but others 
find it harder to accept the changes.  It is often the burden of migrants to 
adopt new ways of maintaining a livelihood, cultural practices, languages, 
and social structure. During interview some key respondents also described 
that it is difficult to give exact number of immigrants living in each township, 
although in more economically productive areas, over half of the population 

A women is selling fruits in down town Myitkyina
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appear to be migrants from other States and division in Burma and also from 
China. 

Challenges for Host Communities 

 Migration in Kachin state is not a new phenomenon; it has been 
ongoing globally worldwide problems. Many study focusing on migration 
shows that host society could be faced both positive and negative impact. 
Because increased of migrants’ number can cause diffusion of social norms, 
culture value toward host community. In the case of Kachin State mining and 
extracting nature resources has been attracted to people from other areas of 
Burma. Often the company brings the skilled workers who have significant 
potential for them to do the job done. According to economic aspect migrants 
have higher achievement motivation than non-immigrants. 

Fruits vendors at Train Station in Myikyina Traditional snacks shop in Myitkyina

Brooms of the night market in Myitkyina A man is selling cloth
at the market in Myitkyina
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 Therefore, some companies, from Hpakant and Danai’s mining 
companies, brought workers from outside the state with cheap labor. 
Another factor is inadequate population from local residents. According 
to the native respondents, non-immigrants are not productive in business 
sectors, migrants are taking any jobs that available in that areas, some 
are just bringing in the business activities that have not exist in local. For 
example, one respondent describes that “people from lower part of Burma 
are working in the road construction but Kachin people don’t want to do it.” 
Another one has said “Burman people bring tea shop into Kachin state; they 
brought workers only Burmese people.” 
 

  Some interview respondents claimed that increase of migrant’s 
family and prolong stay in Kachin State also another challenges for host 
community.  After many years staying in Kachin state, some people found 
stable business activities than later they give up returning back to their home 
origin birth place. On the other hand fewer numbers of immigrants plan to 
return after two to four years of staying in Kachin State. See figure 9 length 
of intended stay in Kachin State by total research respondents. 
 Kachin State, as host community, faced various challenges including 
experienced with living overcrowd housing, worries about impact of 
migration on local jobs, increased of drug trading and using, and security. 
According to the native key informants, migrants are taking the position 
at the government administrations and economic sectors. “Until the 
government does not change policy that would be difficult for local Kachin 
community
 The immigrants grab any job opportunities that available for them 

Street food vendors at down town A momen is selling vegetables
in morning market in Myitkyna
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even the lowest wages job with hard labor. Therefore, local people became 
increases in number of unemployed in their home cities. The restaurant 
industry, agriculture industry and mining industries are a major employer of 
immigrants. Even occupation as small business such as vendors become 

 competitive due to immigrants was deployed not just taking the job 
but also own their shop in the market place. In Myitkyina market, only small 
vendor shops own by native Kachin people, and cloths line, vegetable line, 
technical materials shop and so and so forth, own by Chinese, Indian, Burman. 
 

Temporary housing for road construction workers 
at Shatapru, Myitkyina

Road Construction workers at Shatapru, Myitkyina
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 Another impact is increased level of drug users within the Kachin 
community particularly in cities and mining industrial zone. As native key 
informant has mentioned that usually the drug dealers are immigrants/
migrant, willing to sell the drug to Kachin youth. There is lack of state 
combatant drug production and trading, but the government often arrested 

the user and sentences them.In general, some people think that the drug 
dealers might link with political purpose. Drug consuming is another big 
problem for Burma as the whole nation, not just in Kachin state. 

A women is waving in Shwe Nyaung Pyin, Myitkyina

Deep- Fried Snacks shop in Myo Ma,Myitkyina
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Political aspect and land ownership 
 
 Within the country the government gives the right to people to move 
around one location to another. There is no clear land title that reflects the 
people of indigenous people practice. According to the Land law in constitution, 
everything is belonging to the state. Therefore, people have to report to the 
government and get the permission first than follow the procedure according 
to the permission. Some respondents also highlight concern relating to 
permission to access to buy land and house was based on personal interest and 
corruption. If a person who could give the amount of money to buy the pieces 
of land, will win the land title. Land ownership in Kachin State by immigrants 
increased and native respondent consider as a threat to the Kachin society. 
 According to immigrant respondent expressed that buying land in 
Kachin state is cheaper than in their home original and also economically 
doing business and earning income are higher in Kachin state. Therefore, it is 
affordable for immigrant to buy a piece of land in Kachin for staying longer.
 For example, one immigrant mentioned that “there is no obstacle to 
buy land and ownership, if a person could provide bribe with capital to the 
authority. The land price is not quite different from other areas,but the cost 
is quite unstable because demand is quite higher than others. There is no 
problem to hold land title. According to the respondents, immigrant/migrants 
can build a temporary tent randomly to stay in Hpakant particularly near the 
mining construction site where the dust throws areas; there are no restrictions 
and regulations. At the beginning they just build temporary tent but later it 
become small community and gradually the tent turn into a concrete house. 
Such kind of shifting residency without any regulations can be affected 
community’s security such as looting and social conflict between native and 
migrants over ownership. 
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Political Reflection by Natives 

Burmese government does not set up any institutions or body 
to address issue relation to migrations in Kachin as well as 
in Burma. Local residents will have to endure the social and 
culture vibrant that brought in along with immigrants. Native 
Kachin need to adopt ways of culture and social implication 
in terms of social norms, religions, languages and so and so 
forth.
Native Kachin people expressed concerned on political 
incompatible, because voting system in Burma is good as 
other country, it is often difficult to track the illicit vote and 
fraud. Therefore, they suggest that the government should 
not allow voting those who does not present the household 
registration and Burmese citizenship card.
• Another reflection by native people is that Immigrants or 

migrant can get household registration and citizenship 
card in Kachin state that will affect political situation in 
the long run. Successive military government used to 
send officials from lower part of Burma particularly for 
higher positions of government sectors or ministry. Native 
respondents feel that if this official system continues in 
government sectors the chance for local population to get 
Government sectors’ position will be always be challenge, 
though local people want to get a job in Government 
sectors.

• According to the constitution, every citizen shall have 
the right to elect and to be elected but native respondents 
highlight that the right to vote or elect in the case of 
immigrants which is not in their origin birth place could 
effect on the political interest of non-Kachin political 
parties and the result of election in the Kachin State, 
therefore Kachin parties should prepare effective and 
feasible strategy and system to win in 2020 election in the 
Kachin State. 
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• Opinion on Immigration Policy: The immigration policy 
and law should prohibit people resettle area to another 
area without household registration. The Kachin State 
government also should not allow to process landownership 
to whom without proper household registration and who do 
not entitle as local. 

Conclusion and Recommendation
 
 In conclusion, migrations in Kachin State are associated 
with socioeconomic development in terms of job availability 
and opportunities across the country. Therefore, Kachin State 
becomes one of the places that attract for many people to make 
their lives and conduct business. Intension of people migration 
to Kachin State intended to change from temporary purpose 
to resettle in the Kachin State. The implication of push and 
pull factors found in this research shows that migrations as 
opportunities to benefit from doing business, enjoy ownership, 
accessibility to local household registration, etc. Such factors 
directly or indirectly influence in local politics, example, 
migrants became local administrator, political participation 
and result of voting within the Kachin State.  
 Based on this research findings provide preliminary 
recommendations for States government, Central Government, 
and Kachin Community to take consideration as Myanmar is 
transitioning to federal democratic country.
• Proper immigration laws and policies should be developed 

and imposed to address negative impacts of immigration for 
both host and migrant communities in Kachin State.

• Native or indigenous rights (culture, practice, belief and 
literacy, land and resources management etc.) should be 
properly endorsed to defend social and economic benefit for 
the native populations from uncontrolled immigrations flow 
in Kachin State.

• Land ownership in Kachin State need to develop legal 
provision which bars immigrants from having access to 
agricultural land and other type land ownership. 


